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Membersof thePublicServiceCommission. Tu_a:

This letter is to stere my concerns regarding the above docket number 2007-445..A. I disagree with the possible
decisionto allow 'Stretcher Vane" in 8outh Carolina. FiPstof all I disagreewiththe proposalto allow non certified
personnel to transport patients via strstcher. Persons requiringeffete,her transportationalsarly have numerous
medIcal problemsand are unable to even sit tn a wheelchair. Due to the medical conditionsof these patients,there is
a necessity for Continuousmedical monitoring. These are patientswho reCeiVecontinuousmedical oars in the
nursinghome, assistedliving homes, Orat home taken care of by home hsa_ nurses. These patientsshould
receh/emedical care at least from an EMT - Basic,not someone,certifiedonly In firstaid. A great majority of these
pat{antsare residents at a nursinghome because their conditiondemandedconstant medics) monitoring. Yet, there
Is a possibilitythat they may be transportedby a stretcher van without personneltrained to handle an emergent
situation, whichcan happen at any time with these pattsnts. For those pahentswho do net requlrs transportationby
an ambulance,there Is wheelchairvan transportation,which is less costly. However, there is only one attendant who
is certified In First Aid and CPR, but there is no medical equipment onbeard except for a First Aid kit. This is
essentiallywhat a stretchervan would be; the onlydifferenceis it wouldaccommodatea stretcher and one more first
aid certified attendant. Howwill these personsbe trained to recognize the vast variety of emergent situationsthat
couldarise at any time? It states In the propo=edregulationthat"stretchervan shall not be usedto transporta person
who needsor may need oxygen unless that personphysicianhas prescribed oxygenas a self-administeredtherapy",
what about the patients who require continuous oxygen and they have dementia and are not in e state of mind to
administer their own or are to Weak and frail to administer their own oxygen. It also states that _a[tstorage
cempartments, suppliesand equipmentshall be kept clean and sanitary", it Is misleading as to what suppliesand
equipment thisis referringto since there {sno medi,_alequipmentor suppliesonthe van. In the pr_p0sodregulation it
also states that "a strsteher van shallnet contain medical equipmentor suppliesor display any marking, symbolsor
Warningdevicesthat implythat it offersmedical ears or ambulancetransportation",.sowhy wouldthismode transport
be required for patients who requireobviousmedical monitoring, The EMS System was createdto providemedical
care andsave lives. My concernis that patientsthat requirestretcher are not goingto receivethe medical care that
they have a right to end obviously deserve and their lives will be put at dsk. I have owned and operatedAshley
MedicalTransportServicesince1991; I saw that there was an enormous need for NonamergencyVanspodation. My
serviceprovidesemergencyand nonemergency ambulancetransgortation,aSwell as whseJchalrvan transportation.
I have beenan Paramedicfor 18 yeats andwas an EMT for t t yearnpriorto that and I have seen many changesin
the EMS field- Most of these changes have been for the better, until recent tim_s. Now, there are c_nges being
made to save moneyand that's all good but not when it means Sacrificingthe welfare and safety of anotherh0man
being,whoPuts theirlives Inour hands. Thank you in advancefor nenstderingmy thoughtson thisIssue.

Thanks,

RonnieAshley
AshleyMedicalTransportService,Inc.
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